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(the historian was then captive as well as the King
and many French nobles and knights), for we thought
that Damietta was lost. But the Soldan being young
and active fled into the tower that stood behind his
chamber with three of his bishops, who had sat at meal
with him, and he was there with them in the tower.
Those of the Halca who were five hundred mounted
men, threw down the Soldan's pavilion and swarmed
round about the tower, besieging him and the
three bishops and cried to him to come down.
And he said so he would if they promised him safety.
Then they threw at him Greek Fire and the tower
flared up quickly. When the Soldan saw this, he got
down swiftly, and came flying towards the river; one of
them gave him a spear thrust in the rib and the Soldan
fled to the river trailing the spear. And they followed
after, till they were all swimming, and came and killed
him in the river, not far from the galley in which we
were. One of the knights, whose name was Faris-
ud-Din Aktay, cut him open with his sword, and took
the heart of his body; and then he came to the king
(Louis IX) his hand all reeking with blood, and said:
4 What wilt thou give me, for I have slain thine enemy,
who, had he lived, would have slain thee?* and the
king answered him never a word."
De Joinville speaks in the first paragraph of the
accession of Al-Malik al-Muazzam Ghiyas al-Din,
son of Al-Malik al-Salih, through the efforts of his
mother Shajarat al-Durr. The princes had concealed
the death of Al-Malik al-Salih, and hastily summoned
him from Syria. In the second paragraph he speaks
of the discharge by Al-Malik al-Muazzam of Egyptian
princes and governors, and of replacing them by
others who had come with him, and of the cons-
piracy of the Mamelukes against him, headed by
Bybars who afterwards ascended the throne of Egypt,
and his murder in the river, as already said, an event
which led to the extinction of the Ayubite dynasty,